
HIV Prevention Action Coalition 
March XX, 2016 
 
Eugene McCray, MD 
Director, Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
1600 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, GA 30329-4027 
 
Re:  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis in the President’s FY2017 Budget 
 
Dear Dr. McCray, 
 
We, the XX undersigned organizations, are writing on behalf of the HIV Prevention Action 
Coalition (HPAC), a work group of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership (FAPP), to thank you for 
the inclusion of the proposed funding for Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) in the President’s 
2017 Budget for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  HPAC is a coalition of 
national and community-based HIV service organizations representing public health 
professionals, advocates, and people living with HIV who are all dedicated to ensuring access 
and resources for HIV prevention. 
 
In order to effectively raise the bars for HIV prevention within the HIV care continuum, health 
departments, medical providers, and the community need to have appropriate PrEP knowledge 
and have the resources to implement effective PrEP programs. Implementing PrEP in public 
health settings has proven to be challenging with no categorical federal funding within public 
health programs to pay for the medication and costs associated with assessment and care 
engagement (i.e., counseling and adherence support). State and local health departments and 
community-based organizations have started using local funding to create strategic and 
innovative PrEP programming. Unfortunately, these programs often do not have the resources 
to reach targeted populations, including men who have sex with men (MSM) and transgender 
women.  
 
The proposed $20 million demonstration project will improve access to PrEP and is a step in the 
right direction. This funding opportunity will give health departments more opportunities to 
increase PrEP programming. Additionally, by allowing up to 30 percent of the $20 million to be 
used to pay for medication and associated lab tests, the CDC is helping cover the upfront cost 
that often limit a patient’s uptake and adherence to PrEP.   
 
The opportunities afforded by PrEP are unprecedented in the public health response to the HIV 
epidemic.  With 50,000 new infections annually in the U.S., PrEP should be a cornerstone in our 
prevention efforts to reduce new HIV infections. The federal government, including the CDC, 
must ensure that appropriate funding is available. The proposed funding in the President’s 



budget, in partnership with existing CDC PrEP funding (PS15-1506), will help to ensure that PrEP 
is being utilized by populations that are severely affected by HIV.  
 
Should you have any questions, please contact the HPAC co-chairs Melissa Torres-Montoya at 
melissa30for30@gmail.com, Dea Varsovczky at dea@uchaps.org , or Mike Weir at 
mweir@NASTAD.org.  
 

Sincerely,  

 

CC:  Office of Management and Budget 
 Douglas Brooks, Office of National AIDS Policy 


